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THE SECOND DEATH. 


We have Leeu requesied by several of our | 


readers, to remark onthe second death recor- 
ded in Revelations. The phrase, second death, 
occurs only in Revelations, and there but four 
times ; yetthe same subject is treated on, tho’ 
in different language, turough almost all the 
New Testament. he singolar and highly fig- 
urative language used in the Apocalypse, ren 
ders many of its subjects obscure ; the second 
death is one of them, and forthis reason, ve 
shali first have recourse to other parts of the 
New Testament in obtaining an understanding 
of our subject. The second death must be 
second to a first death, to which it bears some 
resemblance, as it would be absurd to call one 
death second to another between which there 
is no resemblance or analogy. As we have no 
anticcity to believe that there isa first and 
secund death of the body, or a second death re- 
sembling or analagous to the death of the body, 
natural death is ont of the question in eur pre- 
senteaquiry. The first death noticed in scrip- 
ture, to which there can be a second, resem- 
bling it, is that spiritaal or moral death in 
which sip has involved our race—‘‘To be car- 
nally minded is death.’ To this first death 
Paul alluded in Eph. 2 : 1—5. **And you hath 
he quickened, who were dead tn trespasses and 
sins.”’—"*But God who is rich in mercy. &c. 
even when we were ead in sins, bath quick- 
ened us together with Christ.” This death in 
trespusses and sins. must be the first death, as 
scripture gives usno account of any death pre- 
vious tothis, and from ‘his death Paul iatorms 
his brethren they were quickened. Vhis death 
and deliverance from it are se terth inthe foi- 
lowing scriptures, Joun 5. 24. * H» that hear- 
elu omy werd, md beheveth on him that sent 
me, bath everlasting lite, aad shall not come 
in'o conde-nnation ; but ts passed ‘rom death 
woto bife.”?” Agaia,*' Wekaow we have piss- 
e} irom death unto life, becanse we love the 
brethren.’ ‘This death tn sins spoken of in the 
above scriptures from which some were quick- 
ened and bad pissed uuto life, is evidently the 
first death; for those who were embrace! in 
these scriptures certainly did ast die a tem o- 
rai death or any other previous (o their betag 
dead in sins. 

Now. what is the second death ? [t must be 











a death analagous to the first death in trespasses 
ond sine, or it cannot be second io it. The se- 
cond death must mean a falling away from tat 
spiritual life and first love which were in exer- 
cise alter being renewed and quickened from 
death in trespasses andsins. This death would 
bear an analogy to the first. and might with pro 

priety be called second to it. bis falling a- 
way and dead a second time in sins, are clearly 
expressed in Heb. 6. 4,5,6. ‘* For it ts ime= 
possible for those who were ence enlightened 
and have tasted of the heaveoly gift, and were 
made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have 
tasted the good word of God, and the powers 
of the world to come, if they shail fall away to 
renew them again to repentance *’ ‘Those who 
were liable to fall away, were such who had 


been euce enlightened—were made partakers of 


the Holy Ghost—had tasted the good word of Ged, 
and ihe powers of the wor'd tocome, T hey had 
been quickened from a first death in trespaxses 
and sins, ard falling away was a second death. 
An apostacy or fi ling away is predicted in dif- 
ferent paris of the New Testament. Peter says 
‘ For if after they have escaped the pollutions 
of the world through the knowledge of the 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are entan- 
gled, and overcome, the latter end is worse 
with them than the beginning. For it had been 


better for them not to have known the way of 


righteousness, than alter they have krown it, 
to turn from the holy commandment delivered 
unto them. Butitis happened unto them ac- 
cording to the true proverb, the dog is turned 
to his own vomit, the sew that washed, to her 
wallowing in the mire,’ 2d Peter 2. 20, 21, 22, 
hese persous had ceriatuly “ escaped the pol- 
lutions of the world,” or they could not have 
heen “‘agiv’a entangled therein,’—they had 
‘known the way of righteousness” and had 
wiiked therein, or they could oot have turned 
from it. ‘* The latter endis worse with them 
than the beginning.’?” What was the * beginning” 
with them ? deadin trespasses and sims, from 
which they had been quickened. What is the 
** latter end with them?”’ dead the second time. 
Why is the latter end with them worse than 
the beginning ? because it had beea betier had 
they not kaownthe masters will, than after 
they had known it, to have violated it —they 
had sinned against greater light, and greater is 
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their condemnation. They kad become dead 
asecond time, and were involved in the con- 
sequences of the second death. 

These remarks may prepare the mind to en- 
ter upon the subject of the second death as tt 
is laid downin the Apocalypse ; and we would 
subjoin to what we have said the following illus- 
tration. 

** The first place where the phrase second 
death occurs is Rey. ii. 11. and from the con- 
nection in which if is found, which serves to 
make its meaning plain, tis evident it cannot 
denote a state of endless torture. See vs. 8, 9. 
10, tls ** And unio the angel ofthe church of 
Smyrna write ; Vhese things saith the first and 
the last, which was dead and is alive; I know 
thy works, and tribulation aod poverty, (out 
thou art rich) and | know the ovlasyhemy of 
them which say they are jews, and are 
not, but are of the syaagogues of Satan. Fear 
none of these things which thou shalt suffer ; 
behold the devil shail cast some of you into 
prirda, that ye may be tried ; and ye shall have 
tribulation ten days ; be thou faithful unto 
death, and | will give thee acrown of life. He 
that bath an ear, let him hear what the spirit 
saith unto the the churches ; He that overco 
meth shall not be hurt of the second death.” 
Here we remark 

t. ‘This was an address and exhortation to 
the Church of Smyrna delineating theic trials, 
&c. and cautioning them against being over- 
come by, and yielding to the temptations wiich 
gurronnded them. 

2. There was a promise made that whoever 
overcame or surmounted the difficulties with 
which they were encompassed, should vot b» 
hurt of the second devin. 

3. [tis implied that those who did not over 
come, but contrariwise yielded to temptation 
should be hurt of the second death ; i. e. shoul 
fall into the condemnation of apostacy and suf- 
fer its direful consequences. 

In chap. lil. first ive verses, the epistle to 
the church of Sardis, 

1 Speaks of those who kad uw name to live but 
were dead, which evidently means the secon! 
death ; as they had been once renewed, made 
spiritually alive, aud had lost their first love, 
taey had becone a second time dead in tres- 
Passes and sigs. 

2. Exhorts the charch to maintain its ground, 
go ** be watchful aod strengthen the things that 
remain thatare realy to die,’ saying [v. 4,] 
thou hist a few names, even in Sardis, which 
bave not detiled their garments ; and they 
shall walk with me in white ; fer they are wor- 
thy.” 


3. Admonishes them to watch, lest they be 
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come upon as by a thief in the night, when 


hey kno « it not ; and on the ot:er band en- 
courages them ‘o hope that he should over- 
come, should be clothed in white raiment, and 
should net have his name blatied ont of the 
book of life, but should be confessed before the 
Father and before his angels! which oatorally 
implies that he who did not overcome. but yiel- 
ded to bis trials, and apostatized from the faith, 
should not be clothed in white raiment nor con- 
fessed before the father, but should have hie 
name bletted ont of the book of life ; as ts in- 
dicated should be the condition of some ; Rev. 
xx. 15, and xxii. 19, which characters it is 
plain were to be made sufferers of the second 
death, 

The prnishment ot such apostates is spoken 
of in Chap. xiv. 9. 12 ; ** And the angel follow- 
ed, saying with a loud voice, if any man wor- 
ship the beast and his image and receive his 
mark in his forehead orin his hand, the same 
sha!l drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 
which is poured out without mixture into the 
cup of his indignation ; and he shall be tormen- 
ted with fire and brimstone in the presence of 
the holy angels and in the preseace of the 
Lamb. And the smoke of their torment ascen 
and they have no 
rest day nor night, who worship the beast and 
his imare and whosoever receiveth the mark 
of hisnime. Here is the patience of the saiuts 
here are they that keep ‘he commandments of 
God, and the futh of Je-ws.’’ 

Note 1, iv this quotation, by the contrast here 
made between thuse** who worshipped the 
beast and bis image,’’and those who maintained 
the ** patience of the saints, and kept the com- 
inandments of God, and the faith of Jesus,” we 
leurn thit those ** who worshipped the beast 
ind his tmoge,” had not * kept the command- 
vents of God and the faith of Jesus; hence 
they were apostates from the faith and subject 
09 the second death. 

2. In the account of the punishment of those 
who worshto the beast and hix image, we learn 
that they suffered this punishment in this world 
of in tis state of existence, from the express- 
ions worship the beast, and have no rest, (the 
verbs being in the present tense) as well as trom 
the expression.day and night, which belong on- 
ly to this world and not to elernity, there being 
‘* no night there.”’ See also as collatteral evi- 
dence of the punish:nent deing upon the earth, 
or while men are :n the body, Chap. xix. vs. 








| 20, 21, where we read of the ** beiwt and the 


false prophet” being ** cast alive into the Jake 
buraing with fire and brimstone. And the resn- 


nant were slain with the sword oj bin that sat 
upon the horse—and all the towls were tilled 
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with their flesh.” The language throughout 
tn relation to this subject is highly figurative or 
metaphorical. 

We shall come new to consider the secend 
death and the punishment of it in somewhat a 
different point of view from the foregoing, 
though doubtless it is of the same or similar na- 
ture with it. The Revelator in Chs. xv. xxi. 
seems to carry it beyond this state of existence, 
in relation to those whom the judgments of God 
in this world had not caused to repent that they 
might give clory to him. ‘The language used 
to describe their punishment. theugh it speaks 
of * fire and brimstone,” is not to ba taken lit- 
erally, but seems to be intended to convey an 
idea of the intensity of their torment, in the 
hardness, impenitency, and darkness of their 
hearts, together with thereproaches of a guilty 
conscience. [tseemsto be spoken of in con- 
nexion of the resurrection. There is a first 
resurrection spoken ot in distinction from the 
Subsequent or second resurrection See xx. 5, 6; 
** Blessed and holy is he that hath part to the 
first resurrection ; on such the second death 
hath no power.”” We may better understand 
what is here meant by the seeond death, by con- 
sidering the fuur last verses in the chapter. 
«And Lsaw the dead small and great, stand be- 
fore God ; and the books were opened ; and 
another book was opened, which was the book 
of life ; and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, accor- 
ding to their works. And the sea gave up the 
dead that were in it ; and death and hell deli- 
vered up the dead that were.in them ; and they 
were judged every man according (o his works 
And death and he!l were cast into the lake of 
fire.—This is the second death. And whoso- 
ever was not found written in the book of life, 
was cast into the like of fire.” There is are 
capitulation of the same subject in the 8th verse 
of the fellowing chapter, which, with the texts 
alreaty noticed, constitutes all the places where 
the phrase second death occurs, On the text 
now transcribed, we remurk, 

1. There seems to he an accoint given of 
the congregation, at the second resirrection, 
of all, both smail and great, tor judgment, who 
had not had part in the first resurrection. 

2. Death and hell, or their attendent circum- 
stances, sin and darkaess, are represented as 
being cast into the like of fire to be destroyed. 

3. There are sone whose names are not 
found written in the douk of life having avosta 
tized trom the faith and nad their aames olotted 
Oul; these ave to ke cast inte the lake of fire 
to be wns! or io suier loss, yet eventually 
to * be saved yet so us by fire.” See 1 Cor. 
au. 15. 
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Thera are some other texts of scripture that 
appear to have a bearing on this subject, par- 
ticularly Heb. vi. 4. 8 and 10 ; 26,29, whick 
texts the reader is requested to turp to, in his 
Testament, and read. From these passages we 
learn the impossibility of such apostates being 
renewed again to repestance (j. e.in this life, 
and by the means that had been once effica- 
cious in their conversion) that there remained a 
** certain fearful Jooking for of judgment and 
fiery indignation,”’ and that the punishment of 
such who had “‘ counted the blood wherewith 
they” were once ** sanctilied, an unholy thing,” 
would be ** much sorer’’ than that of those who 
had merely ‘‘despised Moses’ law, anc died 
witheut mercy under two or three witnesses.” 

But though the punishment of the second be 
severe and dreadful we are not authorized to 
b-lieve it will be endless, nor tbat those un-—- 
happy victims will be forever debarred frou 
the favor of God and the enjoyment of life. 
For we are informed ef a time when death 
shall be swallowed up in victory (Isa. xxv. 8,} 
when death, the last enemy, shall be destroyed : 
(1 Cor.xxv. 26,) and certainly the second deat!) 
is later than the first, and this isthe enemy to 
be destroyed. We areinformed, immediately 
afier the account of the second death and its 
punishment, that **God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes ; (even of those unhappy 
subjects of the second death) and there shall 
be no more death neither sorrow nor crying, 
neither sh I! there be any more pain ; for the 
former things are passed away.”’ [s it not then 
egregiously wrang to contend for the endless 
continuance of the second death when we have 
the word of (70d 16 prove its total destruction 
or annthilation?) We read Lam. iti. 31, that 
“the Lord will not cast off forever.” God 
says, Isa. vin. 16, 17, 18, ‘For 1 will not con- 
tend forever, neither will | be olways wroth : 
for the spirit should fail before me. ond the 
souls which I have made. For the iniquity of 
his covetousness was | wroth, and smoie him 
1 bid ae and was wroth, and he weat 
wardly in the way ofhis hear 
his ways, and will heal him 
also, and restore comferts 1 
mourners.’ We read Re 
ven last plagues,’’ that **i) 
wrath of God.” Isat no’ 
to contradict these pas: 
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the beok of life, yet they will again be written 
adhere when“ the times of the restituticn of ail 
things which Ged hath spoken by the mouth of 
all his holy prophets since the world began,” 
(Acts iti. 21,) shall be brought about. ‘They 
shall obtain mercy that had not obtained mercy, 
and it shall come to passin the place where it 
was said, ‘ye are not my people,’ there shall 
they be called, the children of the living God.”’ 
Probably nearly the same thing is meant by, 
“blotting out their names frem the book of 
life,” as is meant in the 11th chapter of Rom. 
by unbelieving and apostate Israel being ‘bro- 
ken off” fromthe true olive as unprofitable 
branches. Ard as apostate Israel was not al- 
ways to ubide in unbelief, but be grafted in a- 
gain, as ail Israel, together with the fullness of 
the gentiles was evidently to be saved, (Rom 

xi. 25. 26.) evenso those whose names were 
once blotted {rem the book of life, shall again 
be registered in the Iife-book of the Lamb : 
“And every creature which is in heaven, and 
on the earth, and onder the earth, and such as 


are in the sea, and all that are in them,” sball | 


sing the song of Moses and the Lamb, ‘saying, 
viessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be 
unto bim that sitteth onthe throne, and unto 
the Lamb for ever and ever.”’—.Imen. 
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Out of thy own mouth will I condemn thee. 

“If 1 believed in universal salvation, | woul 
steal, cheat, rob, murder, and indulge in all man 
ner of sins.” This is the grand argument which 


is daily reiterated against universalism. It has 


mele * ““ great vehemence bya Rey. 
vy thousand miles from this 
administration. Now we 

nt should have its whele 
‘ne of the restitution, 
.Lso. have its whele 
e who urge it, ofthe 


ts, They virtually 


Le) 




















' 


the inclinations of | 


murder, Sc. and 


all that restrains them from indulging their evi! 
propensities, isthe fear of an endless hell,— 
Thus, out of their own mouthe they are con- 
demned—from their own confession they are 
corvicted of a wicked and murderous disposi- 
tion! If aman would commit murder were i; 
not for fear of the gallows—if this is all that 
stays his deadly weapon, is he not a murderer 
in hisown heart ? Is he nota murderer in 
the sight of God ? 


they tell us, would rob and murder and indulge 


And also if these people, as 


in all manner of sins if they believed in univer- 
sal salvation, must they not stand convicted be 


fore a heart searching and reign trying God. 


Again, is it possible that those who make use 
of this argument, are acquainted with, and live 
in the enjoyment of religion, when they ever, 
they would forsake this enjoyment for the en- 
joyment ofsin and guilt were it not for fear of 
a future endless hell. Holy men of old who 
were moved by the Holy Ghost, testified that 
in keeping the commandments there is great re- 
ward—greut peace have they that love thy law— 
and that wesdom’s ways are ways of pleasantness, 
and allher paths are peace. They also testifi- 
ed that the way of the transgressor 1s hard—that 
there is no peace to the wicked, aod that the wick 
ed are like the troubled sea, when tt cannot rest. 
Now can we suppose that these holy men of 
old wenald have been inclined to have departed 
from the enjoyments of virtue, and the pleasant 
paths of wisdom, to indulge in the rugged and 
hard way of transzression, wire it not for the 
‘ear ofan endless hell ? Certainly we cannot 
suppose it. Yet men of these modern days who 
pretend to be holy, say if they believed in uni- 
versal salvation they would indulge in all mon- 
ner of sins ; therefure modern holy men are 


somewhat diflerent from holy men of old, 


But what stiil increases our astonishment ad 
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the wielders of this argument, isto hear them 
go ofien condeaming depraved sinners for their 
selfish hearts. ‘Phey say that sinners are dic- 
tated in all their actions by selfish motives. — 
‘Then, when they have thoroughly denounced 
and condemned the sinner for his selfish dispo- 
sition, they immediately hold ont to him as sel- 
fish a motive as ever dictated mortals. They 
warn him to flee iniguity for fear of endless 
torment—they invite him to become righteous 
to obtain heaven hereafter. They confess 
these are the motives of their actions, declaring 
ifthey believed in universal salvation they 
would indulge in all manner of sins. Now what 
can be more selfish and mercenary thanto do 
good for sake of reward, and to abstain from 
wickedness for fear of punishment. 
Toconclude, whatever view we take of the 
above darling argument, we are driven to the 
irresistible conclusion that they who urge it, 
are either insincere and hypocritical in advan- 
cing this argument, or that they are so entirely 
destitate ofany internal principle of moral vir- 
tue that nothing but the fear of hell protects 
our lives. our families aud property from their 
unhallowed ravages. 


They say were it not for 


ap eudless bell, or ifthey believed in universal 


salvation they would indulge in all manner of 


sins; therefore, the fear of hell is all that keeps 
them within due bounds, and even this appears 


not to be always efficient. 
for the Candid Examiner. 

Ezek. 34, 2223. Therefore will | save my 
@ock, and they shall no more become a prey, 
and [ wiiljudge between cattle andcattle. And 
I will set up one shepherd over them, and he 
shall feed them, even my servant David ; he 
shall feed them and he shall be their shepherd. 
Jn contemplating ou this beautiful prophecy, it 
may not be improper to notice the duty of a 
shepherd. A shepherd is one whose whole 
tine and occupation is devoted to his flock ; 
his business is to take care of, and watch his 
flock, to couduct them into good and tresh pas- 
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neither heve ye soughtt' 
with force and cruelty 


ture ; to watch them by night and by day, te 
cuard them from wild and ferocious beasts oi 
prey, and to see that nothing harms them, and 
scattercth them away ; he is one who is fuith- 
ful to his trust ; he is kind and tender hearted, 
he will take care of that which is diseased, and 


| the weak andtender be will not neglect.  [! 
| must be evident that the shepherd here spoken 


of must be Christ the shepherd of our salvation 


and thatthe flock are the children of men, be- 


cause we read in the 31st verse ** And ye my 
flock, the flock of my pasture are men and I am 
yout God, saith the Lord God.” And the pro- 
phet from the 24 to the SOth verse asserts 
-* And I the Lord will be their God, and my 
servant David aprince among them. J! the 
Lord have spoken it. Ancél will make with 
them a covenant of peace, and will cause the e- 
vil beasts to cease out of the land and they shal} 
dwell safely in the wilderness, and sleep in the 
wood. And I will make them and the place 
round about my hill a blessing ; and }F will 
cause the shower t» come down in his season ; 
(bere shall be showers of blessing. And the 
tree of the field shall yie'd her fruit, and the 
earth shall yield her increase, and they shall 
be safe in their land, and shall know that I am 
the Lord, when | have broken the bands of 
their yoke, and delivered them out of the bands 
of those that served themselves of them. And 
they shall no more be a prey to the heatben, 
neither shall the beasts of the land devour them; 
but they shall dwell safely and none shall make 
them afraid. And} will raise up for them a 
plant of renown, andthey shall be no more 
consumed with hunger in the land, neither bear 
the shame of the heathen any more.” 


The prophet prophecied against the earthly 
shepherds after this manner, ** The diseased 
have ye not strengthened, neither bave ye heal- 
ed that which was sick, neither have ye bound 
up that which was breken, neither have ye 
brought again that which was driven away, 

2 oP *¢ st, but 
‘aU Whe was). 
But Christ is faithful, 
of his father, He says 
herd ; the good she) 
the sheep. But he 
the shepherd. who 
seeth the wolf cor 
ard fleeth and the 
tereth the sheep 5 
comethto s-ekt 7 
that whichis b 
and feeble, to « 
heal the dise; 
will never le 
approachet! 


he will pe:form the will 
‘. “Tam the good shep- 
herd giveth his life for 
that is a hireling and not 
se own the sheep are not 
apg and leaveth the sheep 
ot catcheth them and 8 
| deen a = ee he 
ee “fost, to bind up 
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yon: sert them When danver 
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giveth his hfe a rensom for them, And in fur- 
the: preoi that the children of men er the whele 
human family are his flock, au appeal will be 
mave to the writings of the Apostle Pant. 
“What thenare we hetter than they? No, in 
no wise : for we have before proved bothJews 
and Gentiles that they are all under sin. As it 
is written there is nove righteous no not one: 
There is none that understandeth, there is 
none that seeketh after God. hey are al! 
gone out of the way, they are together become 
unprofitable, there is sone that doeth good no 
notone. ‘Their throat is an open sepulchre, 
with their tongues they have used deceit, the 
poizon of asps is under their lips: Whose 
month is full of cursing and bitterness. Their 
feet are swilt to shed blood.” It is for such 
that Jesus Christ came to seek and to save. It 
is for such the shepherd of our salvation gave 
his life a ransom ; and will his work be in vain? 
Will he begin a good work and not accomplish 
it? No, for he came to do his father’s will.— 
The prophet says ** thus says the Lord God. 
Behold | even | will both search my sheep and 
seek them out. As a shepherd seeketh out his 
flock in the day that he is among his sheep that 
are scattered, so will l seek out my sheep and 
will deliver them out ofall places where they 
have been scatiered in the cloudy and dark 
day. i willfeed them ina good pasture and 
upon the high mountains of Israel shall their 
fold be, there shall they beina good fold. and 
in a fat pasture shall they teed upon the moun- 
tains of Israel. 1 willseek that which was lost 
and bring again that which was driven away, 
and will bind up that which was broken, and 
strengthen that which was sick ’’ ‘his scrip- 
ture plainly designates the office of Christ as a 
shepherd, and he will perform it, for the Lord 
hath promised and he is surely able to accom 
plish. The apostle says, ‘‘for when we were 
wiihont strength in due time Chri-t died for the 
‘ungodly. God commendeth his love towards 
us in th * b's ere wore yet sinners Christ di- 
by the offence of one, 
agen unto condemna- 
visness of one, the 
unto justification of 
lisobedience many 
‘ obedieuce of one, 
Moreover, the 
‘ght abound. Bu: 
much more a 
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blessings withort number, and 


| how many and black ere our crimes aud how 


unwilling we are to serve him with eur whole 
heart; we act as though we were not depend- 
ant on him for the innumerable blessings we 
enjoy, and the privileges we possess ; but with 
a presumptuous confidence on our own strength 
as though we had power to enforce whatever is 
pleasing in our eyes. 

Jesus Christ is the Shepherd of our salva- 
tien, he is lifted up and he will draw all men 
unto him ; he will write his law in their hearts 
and print themin their inmost parts; he will 
be unto them a saviour and they shall become 
his people ; he willthoroughly purge them of 
their sins and iniquities and make their bodies 
a tit temple for the Holy Ghost to dwell in; he 
hath power to do it and he will perform it, for 
all power is given into his hands and he will 
reign until be subjects all enemies, and the 
last enemy is death which he will swallow up 
in victory, and then he will become all in all ; 
then every knee will bow and every tongue 
confess that in him is there righteousness and 
strength. How adorable is the doctrine of u- 
niversal salvation, and with what pleasure can 
its followers look to the time when tears 
shall he wiped away from off all faces, when 
there shall be no more curse, nor sorrow nor 
pain, when all these things hive passed away. 
Although tt be said by some that this doctrine 
is dangerous and delusive,and dooms thousands 
to endless misery by drinking in the intoxica- 
ting dranght and praticing sin and iniquity. It 
ix not the case.— lell it not in Gath, publish it 
pot in Columbia, proclsim it net to the daugh- 
ters of America lest the adversary rejoice, lest 
the wicked one triumph ! O degraded and un- 
grateful wretch ! Because thy God hath re- 
deemed thee, shoald you transgress his holy 
law! Where is thy gratitnde to the supreme 
for all his goodness! Let no one hereafter 
bring forward this argument, without examin- 
ing himself whether he be ungrateful, and let 
him consider that he is commanded to love his 
neighbor as himself, and that he 1s not 10 judge 
lest he be judged, for ** with whit measure ye 
mete it stall b+ measured to you aguin.”? Let 
it not be considered that because Christ is the 
shepherd over the whole haman fanily and that 
because he will finally lead the.n into good and 
whelsome pastures, that he will not punisa the 
traasgressor, for * he that knoweth his master’s 
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will, and deeth it aot, shall be beaten with ma- 
nv stripes.’’ Let us follow wisdom and pursue 
the paths of virtue, tharthe God of love and 
peace may bless us. MONI ?VOR, 


MINITES OF THE CONVENTIONAL 
ASSOCTA TION. 

1 A number of Ministers and Delerates 
of the Universalist faith, naving assembled 
at Eatonbush, Herkimer, (N. Y.) for the 
purpose of organizing a new Asscciation, 
and having chosen Br. Underwocd Mod- 
erator, and Br. George Messinger clerk, 


‘ voted toform themse!ves into an Associa- 


ted budy, agreeably to t'e intent of their 
meeting; and appointed Brs. Underwood, 
Lisher, Thompson, Skinner and Brownson, 
a Committee to draft a Constitution, which 
being prepared, was adopted unanimous- 
ly. 

2. Brs. Underwood, Lisher and Thomp- 
son, being appointed a Committee to re- 
ceive applications for feliowship or ordin- 
ation, reported in favor of the request of 
Br. Messinger ; and this report being ac- 
cepted, Ordination was conferred on our 
worthy Brother Messinger in a most sol- 
emn, orderly, and impressive manner. 

3. Six Discourses were delivered before 
the Association anda numerous and res- 
pectable congregation, by Brs. Potter, 
Skinner, Fisk, Stacy and Thompson: Br. 
Lisher was appointed standing clerk, and 
Brs. Und rwood, Skinner and Lisher, the 
Committee of Discipline for the ensuing 
year. 

4. Br. Charles S. Brown having expres- 
sed his desire «f entering into the sacred 
ministry, the Association voted, that said 
Brother be presented with a letter recom- 
mending his moral character, and thereby 
opening his way to improven.ent, by pre- 
paratory exercises for that important office 
to which he aspires. 

5. This Association viewing with feel- 
ings of deep regret, the rapid progress of 
intemperance In our country, wherefore, 
Resolved, that the members of this Asso- 
ciation do pledge themselves to use their 
best endeavors to check the progress of this 
growing and national evil. 

6. ‘The Association appointed Brs. Un- 
derwood, Lisher, Reese, Brownson, and 
Messinger, Delegates to attend the state 
Convention to meetat Utica the second 
Wednesday of May next, and adjourned 
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to meet in Salisbury, Herkimer, on the 3c 
Wednesday of fune, 1827. 
‘CONSTITUTION. 

We, the Ministers and Delegates of tie 
Universalist order, who have assen ile 
in session at Fatonbush, Workimer,(N. 1.) 
this eleventh day of October 1826, to form 
an Association in fellowship with the { n- 
versalist Convention of this state, agreea 
bly to the recommendation of a Convoca 
tion of Universalist ministers held at Clin- 
ton, Oneida, the nineteenth of July ult. ac- 
knowledging the grace and bencficence of 
Almighty God in permitting us to choose 
our form of ecclesiastical, as well as civil 
government, do hereby ordain and estab- 
lish the following as our actand ConstTiTu- 
TION. 

e# Article 1. This ecclesiastical body shall 
be known and distinguished by the name 
of the CONVENTIONAL ASSOCIA- 


TION, and will consist of all Universalist 


ministers in good standing who hold and. 


maintain the fellowship of the UNIVERSAL~ 
1st CONVENTION OF THE STATE OF NeEw- 
York, together with all Delegates duly ap- 
pointed by churches acxnowledging the ju- 
risdiction of said Convention. 

Article 2. This Association shall con- 
vene annually on the third Wednesday of 
June, each member will be entitled to one 
vote, and all ordinary matters determined 
by a majority. 

Articve 3, Every church in fellowship, 
and under no restriction on account of lax- 
ity in discipline, shall have the right of 
s nding two delegates, who, on presenting 
suitable testimonials of their appointment, 
will be admitted members of council. 

Article 4. Itis required of all churches, 
who would maintain the fellowship of this 
ecclesiastical body, that they make due and 
laudable efforts to support the ministry, 
and the public ordinances and institutions 
of the Christian Religion ; that they strict- 
ly observe punctuality in their eugagements, 
and thereby show to their brethren their 
attachment and steadfastness in the cause 
of truth and righteousness. 

Article 5. The business of this associa- 
tion, when assembled, shall be to choose a 
moderator and clerk, appoint del gates to 
the convention, examine the state of chur- 
ches duly represented, and to grant or 
withdraw fellowship as may be necessary j; 
to appoint commiitees and hear their re- 
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ports,and adopt all such measures, from 
time to time, as may tend to promote gen- 
eral order, instruction, ond harmony. 
Article 6. This association shall appoint, 
annually, three of its ministers acommittce 


-of discipline, who shali have the power of 


hearing complaints, and of suspending from 
fellowship the labors of ministers, when 
necessary, until the next meeting of the 
state convention, 

Article 7. No request of any candidate 
for the ministry can be granted otherwise 
than in accordance with the requisitions ot 
the state convention; and ordination will 
be granted on/y tosuch ministers as have 
been approved laborers, in fellowship, for 
at Jeast one year; and said ordination 
must be conferred by the committee of dis- 
eipline, or the annual meetings of the as- 
sociation. 

Article 8. This association, desirous of 
maintaining the unity ol the faith, and the 
liberty of religious opinion inviolate, do 
conceive it necessary tothe peace, harmo- 
ny, and good f-llowship of this body, that 
all its members give their cordial and _ sol- 
emn assent to the unity, immutability, and 
mora! character of the Deity ; the divine 


mission of Jesus; the divine authority of | 


the Holy Scriptures as the supreme rule of 
faith and manners ; the necessity of faith 
and repentance to salvation; and the final 
happiness of all God's intellectual off- 
spriug. 


Article 9. It shall be the duty of every 
member to give attendance in council to all 
business coming before the association, and 
not to withdraw without permission from 
the moderator. 


Article 10. This association reserves to 
itself, under the direction of Divine Wis- 
dom, the right ef making anv amendments 
in this constitution, which time and cir- 
cumstances may require: provided they 
be in accordance with the plan of the Con- 
vention: butno alteration or amendinent 
shall be made, unless proposed at a previ- 
ous annual meeting, and supported by two- 
thirds of the council. 

Delegates.—Bela Ward, Fairfield; Da- 
vid Bensley, Fairfield ; Silas Thompson, 
Salisbury ; David Upson, Salisbury ; Ez- 
ra Stetson, Exeter; Samuel Morris, Otse- 
go; Rhodes Fry, Otsezo ; Joseph Ball, 
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Litchfield ; Philip N. Spencer, Litchfield ; 
Charles S. Brown, Utica. 

Juinisters.—Wilham Underwood, Litch- 
field ; John S. Thompson, Utica; George 
B. Lisher, Clinton; Doelphus Skinner, 
Saratoga; Orestus A. Brownson, Balls- 
town; George Messinger, Hartwith ; John 
B. Wakeman, Herkimer; Theophilus Fisk, 
late of Boston. 


A WRONG TRANSLATION, 


| And they said one to another, Its manna ; for 


they wist not what vt was.—LExodus xvi. 15. 

“This is a most anfortunate translation, be 
cause it not only gives no sense,but it contradicts 
itself. The Hebrew man hu, literally signifies 
What isthis ? for, says the text, they wist not 
what it was ; aud therefore they could not give 
itaname. Moses immediately answers the 
question, and says, “*Thisis the bread which 
the Lord hath given you toeat.”” From verse 
31. we learn that this substance was afterwards 
catled manana, probably in commemoration of 
the question they had asked on its firs! appear- 
ance. Almost all our ancient versions trans- 
late the words, What is this 7?—Dr. A Clark. 








ITume, the Dest. —David Hume observed.that 
all the devout j ersons he ever met with were 
melancholy, On this Bishop Horne remarked, 
this might very probably be ; for, in the first 
place, itis most likely that he saw very few. his 


| friends and acquaintances being of another sert 


And secondly, the sight of him would make a 
devout man look melancholy at any time. 


Patrick Henry left in his will the following 
testimony in favor of the Christian Religion ; * I 
have uow disposed of all my property to my 
family ; there is one thing morel wish | could 
give them, and that is the Christian Religion. 
If they had that, and I had given them notiias, 
they would be rich ; and without it, if L had giv- 
en them all, they would be poor.” 





Few are more frequently envied than those 
who have th) power of forcing attention where- 
ver they come. whose entrance is considered 
43 a promise of felicity, and whose departure 
is lamented, like the recess of the sun from 
northero climates asaprivation of that which 
enlivens fancy or insoived saiety. 
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